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NEWSLETTER

BENEFITS OF GREEN REMODELING

Green remodeling is becoming more popular as
homeowners consder health issues, skyrocketing
energy costsand Earth'snatural resources. Best of
al, green remodeling increases the vaue of your
home. Somefacetsof green remodeling are:

Energy conservation. The
average home today uses
sysemsfor hegting, ventilation
and ar conditioning, and most
homes are not built as
efficiently as they could be,
resulting in high energy
consumption. The U.S
Department of Energy beievesif current buildings
weregreen-improved, they would use$20 billion less
in energy per year. Green remodeing putsa srong
emphass on making homes as efficient as possble
with modificationssuch asener gy-efficient appliances
and programmable thermogats.
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Indoor air quality. There are many sources that
contributetotheair qudity insdeahome, including:
pollutants brought in from the outsde toxic
chemicdsexiginginsgdethehome, and theactivities
of the occupants. Mgor contributors are tobacco
snoke;, smoke from the burning of wood, cod,
kerosene or other such substances, toxic fumesfrom
sedants or chemicas from cleaning products lead
paint; asbesos from insulation; damp carpets or
fabrics and certain pressed-wood furniture products
that rdeasechemicdsinto theair. Green remodding
seeksto remedy these problemswith things such as
better ventilation sysemsand usngwood, paint, and
sedantsthat are nontoxic.

Reduced material waste and resource
conservation. When remodeling a home, there is
often alargeamount of congruction waste. Because
85 - 90% of those materias can be recycled, green

remodeling focuses on reducing this wage
during remodeling and reusng materias
whenever possble. Some of the methods are
usng loca materias, building with engineered
lumber, and usng recycling companies to
remove waste are dl waysthiscan be achieved
during remodding.

The benefits of green remodeling include:
A Reducesoperaing costsby increasng
efficiency
A Consarvesnaturd resources
A Increasesthe vaue of the home
A Improvesindoor ar quaity and in
turn, overdl hedth
A Reduceswagte
A Increases productivity of occupants
A Improvesqudlity of life
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Pantry gaples have long been the safest way to tackle minor fixes
and cleanupsaround thehouse. Theseremediesmight help keep our
riversalittle cleaner, too.

H ot sauce cleanscopper. Rub it on dulled copper, rinsewith water,
and polish clean with a soft rag.

Olive oil brightens up wood. Use a thin coat to hydrate worn,
dried-out wood, aslongasit wasoriginaly treated with an oil finish.
Finish by buffingit in.

Whitewineremovesred wine. Thefirs gepin removingred wine
gansisdousngthespot with whitewine. Jugt blot with aclean rag
to absorb the sill.

Vinegar cleans brushes. Boil a cup of white vinegar and rest
hardened briglesin it overnight.

Cornmeal soaksup grease. Cover afresh greasestain with cornmed,
let it 9t afew hours, and sweep it up.

Baking soda removes tape resdue. Make athick paste of baking
sodaand water. Rub the paste onto bitsof tape, then wipe clean.

Bathtub Leaks

Themos common causeof bathtub leakageisfailureof thecaulking
around the edge of thetub. If that'sthe case, heresatip to keegp in
mind asyou recaulk. Fill the tub with water firg. That's because
addingtheweight of aperson or water in thetub later can bresk the
sedl of the caulk.

Of course, therearesevera other possble sourcesof atub leak. The
sedsaround main and overflow drains can eventualy go bad. The
drainswill need to be removed and their gasketsreplaced. Water
could beleaking from the spout or faucet and traveling back behind
theescutcheon plate. That can eadly bereseded with caulk. 1t could
be assmple aswater spraying out around the shower curtain. One
amplesolutionisaplagtic shower guard a theedgeof theenclosure.

If therésgill amysery lesk after checking those possbilities, the
cause could be acrack in the tub itsdf. The bad newsis, the only
solution isacomplete replacement.

BENEFITS OF GREEN
REMODELING .. CONT.

Green remodeling can be done
in smal waysand doesn't
necessarily haveto encompass
the entire home. It'seasy to
pick and choose dementsthat
fit each particular homeowner:

A Non-oxic pantsand
sedlants

A Programmable
thermogats

A Energy efficient

appliances

Natura flooring

Locd building materids

N aturad fiber rugsand

fabrics

Recycled materid, roof

shinglesand tiles

Energy efficient lighting

Insulated hot water pipes

Tanklesswater hegaters

Qudlity insulation

N ative plantsfor

landscaping
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NIGHTMARES!

Let's see—that extenson cord
goesto? Hmm...wonder why
it'sarcing?
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