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VAGUE REAL ESTATE TERMS

T hrough theyearshumorousarticleshave been
written poking fun a commentsin rea esate
ads We dl know tha "clos to public
trangportation” should be interpreted as"built over
the subway". But thefollowing are vaguered etate
termsthat can get red esatesalespeopleinto trouble.
The age of consumerian has become the age of
litigation, and thefollowingtermsshould be avoided
or used judicioudy.

New Roof

The term "roof" is
mideading in that it p
implies the roof
covering plustheroof
sheathing, rafters or | .
trusses The word =
"new" is rather F &
nebulous as well.
"Shingles replaced in
1990" isamore accurate description.

Updated Wiring

Doesupdated wiring mean thesze of theservicehas
been increased or additiona circuits have been
added?Doesit mean that theolder knob tubewiring
has been torn out (which isusudly not necessary)?
Sometimes it means that the old outlets have been
replaced with modern-looking ones, however the
wiring has not been changed at dl.

A better gpproach may be to comment on the
adequacy of the incoming service and more
importantly the adequacy of the digribution
network. Both of thesshowever, arevery difficult to
asess without a solid undersanding of dectricity.
Wedl know that you cannot determine the sze of
an eectricd service by reading the gicker on the
main box in the basement. It may be best to leave
thisoneadone.

Thermal Windows

There is redly no such thing. The R vdue
(resganceto heat trander) of atypica wall in
amodern house is gpproximately R12 to R20.
The R vaue of asngle glazed window is R1.
What about adouble glazed window?R2! The
window manufacturers cal this a 100%
improvement! The red benefit of double
glazing is that it increasses the wurface
temperature of the indde pane of glass 0 that
condensation doesnot form on thewindowsin
thewinter time.

If the second pane of glassis a separate sorm
window, there will be a separate frame for the
gorm. This crestes a second barrier to ar
infiltration and in some cases, it is a better
arrangement than adouble glazed window in a

angleframe.
......................... Continued on page two
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Totally Renovated

Oneperson'sideacf atota renovation isquitedifferent than
another's. If ahouse haseight year old shingleson the roof
a the time of the renovation, there would be no need to
replacetheshinglesunlesstherenovation includeschangesto
the roof line. The term "totdly renovated" leads some
purchasersto believethat every part of thehousethat shows
wear hasbeen replaced. Therefore, they expect new shingles
and are disgppointed to find that the roof is "older" even
though it does not require replacement.

Upgraded Plumbing

Arewetakingabout new bathroom fixturesor new copper
pipes?If wearetadkingabout new pipes, arewetakingabout
al new pipeswithin the house or just the accessble onesin
the unfinished portion of the basement? When we say "dll
copper plumbing' do we mean the wade piping as well?
From themid 1950'sto thelate 1960's, waste plumbing was
aso copper.

In the vast mgjority of houseswhere old gavanized supply
plumbing has been replaced with modern copper, the line
comingin from the sreet hasnot been replaced. Back in the
days when gavanized plumbing was inddled, the line
comingin from thestreet wasnot galvanized sed. Insead it
waslead. Recent newspaper articlesand televison programs
havepeopledl in aknot about thelead in houses. Thisisnot
to suggest that thisis a problem, however, terms such as
upgraded plumbing may make purchasers beieve that the
supply line coming in from the sreet has been changed as
wdll.

Therearemany moreexpressonsthat causeconfuson. With
the degree of professondism on therisein thered edate
community, thereisno place for anbiguity.

HOME INSPECTION NIGHTMARES!

B Stack 'em up
If you can not bend meta
conduit, jugt useafew
extrajunction boxed
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ASK THE
INSPECTOR
Do | need a house inspection when
my bank is having the house
appraised?
Eridk’ sRegponse
Yes! A house appraisal is an

independent evauation of the current
market vaue of ahouse or property. In
generd, the purpose of an appraisa isto
st thecurrent vaue of ahouse so that a
lender may determinehow much it can
loan to the buyer. The gppraiser looks
at smilar propertiesin theareaand the
pricesat which they weresold to set the
value of the house.

A houseingpector conductsathorough
evaluation of the houses mgor sysems
and dructurd integrity. Whereas the
gppraser is typicadly working for the
bank, the house ingpector is working
for you. The houseinspector identifies
items that need replacement or repair
prior to closng, which can save you
thousands of dollars.

Thisisasample Home Ingpection
report:

http:/ / www.weingpectforyou.com/ sa
mplereport.pdf
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