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TeEN MosT CoMMON HOME PROBLEMS

In a recent survey the most common home
problems identified were as follows It is
intereding to note that four —

of the top ten problems
involved water. e
e
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1. Improper Surfaceﬂ
Grading and Drainage - By

far the mog frequent problem, it isrespongble for
themost common household aggravations, including
water penetration into the basement or crawlspace
and mos basementseventualy leak.
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2. Improper Electrical Wiring - A number of
respondentsfound thisto beasgnificant defect. This
includes such dtuations as insufficient eectrica
service, inadequateoverload protection, and amateur
(often dangerous) wiring connections.

3. Roof Damage - Leaking roofs are a frequent
problem. Old or damaged shingles or improper
flashing and drainage will causethis

4. Heating Systems - Defect itemsin this category
include broken or mafunctioning controls, blocked
chimneys and unsafe exhaug venting.

5. Poor Overall Maintenance-A common problem
with anumber of homes Sgnsof poor maintenance
include cracked, peding or dirty painted surfaces,
crumbling masonry; makeshift wiring or plumbing;
and broken fixturesand appliances.

6. Structurally Related Problems - As areault of
problemsin oneor moreother categories, damageis
suganed by such dructurd components as
foundation wadls, floor joigs raftersand window and
door headers

7. Plumbing - Plumbing defects include the
exigence of old or incompatible piping
materids, aswel asfaulty fixtures.

8. Exteriors - Flawsin this category, such as
windows, doors and wall surfaces, rardy have
gructurd dgnificance but may posediscomfort
to the occupants due to waer and air
penetration. The mos common culprits are
inadequate caulking and/ or weather-gripping.

9. Poor Ventilation - In an effort to save
energy, many homeowners have "over seded"
their homes, resulting in excessve interior
moigure. Sgnificant moidure can lead to
rotting and failure of both the sructura and
non-gructura eements

10. Miscellaneous - This category includes
wakways, decks, patios, bushesand trees
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“OneCall Doeslt All”
We offer these other
ingpection services.
Wood Degtroying
Insects, Radon, Septic,
Wsel, Mold and
Commercia Buildings
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Camelot Home Ingpections is
pleessed to announce that Pete
Gregel joined the company as a
certified ingpector. Pete brings a
wedth of experience in the
construction and remodeling
indugtry, working with clients such
as Clevdand Housng Network,
Cuyahoga County Dept. of
Community Development, City of
Clevedland Dept. of Community Development and East Cleveland
Dept. of Community Development.

Additionadly, hehasbeen the Superintendent on variouscommercid,
ingitutiona and indudtrial congruction projectsfor aleading Lake
County developer and Operations Manager for a housng
rehabilitation contractor involved with energy efficiency programs,
leed pant remediation, mold remediation, genera housng
congruction and remodeing. As a former licensed Lead Pant
Abatement contractor, he has extensve knowledge of home
congruction, remodeding and rehabilitation. PeteisaU. S Navy
veteran who has personaly owned and rehabbed sx homes

Crawlspace Ventilation

Mold & mildew isoften thepricewe pay for today'sairtight homes.
Armed with alittle knowledge, however, we can often avoid these
problems. Keeping moigsure out of the home is important, but
equally important isto maintain a good airflow in the non-heated
portions of the home, such as crawlspaces and attics.

Crawlspaceventilationisan item often overlooked. Whileingpecting
sub-floor areasthat are normaly dry, lately we have found alot of
damp earth, mugsty odors, and even sanding water.

Evenwhenrisnggroundwater unavoidably forcesdampnessintothe
crawlspace, we should take advantage of the moisture-absorbing
capacity of theair by ensuring adequate ventilation.

Crawlspaceventsshould bepassvely circulatingfresh air year-round;
asmal fan will help to actively movemoid air a timessuch asthese,
when weareexperiencingunusually high moisture. An added benefit
of venting crawlspacesisareduction of radon gaslevels, which would
otherwiseriseinto theliving area

ASK THE
INSPECTOR

What can | do to make my
bathroom exhaust fan
draft-proof?

Eridk’ sRegpons

A bathroom fan is never going
to be 100% draft-proof, but it
could be that your exhaug fan
has log its damper flap. There
is a passage that runs to the
exterior of thewal, and asthat
goes through the wal, insgde
there's a little damper or flap
that covers it. It's not very
heavy, but it'sheavy enough to
keep a magor draft from
blowingin.

When wind wants to blow up
it, thewind actualy pushesthe
damper shut. But if that is
missng, you are going to get a
lot of air coming back a you
through that passsge. Some
dampershavelouversingead of
aflap, but the same thing will
result if alouver is missng or
they aen't cloang tightly.
Either way, you should be able
to repair or replace the damper
relatively inexpensvely.

Happy

Mother's Day




