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Your New Home: Kick the Bricks!
As a professional house and building inspection
company, one of our primary jobs is answering
questions. One of the most common questions we
get is "Should I have my brand new house
inspected?" It's a fair and honest question. The short
answer is YES. But you expected us to say that, right? Let
me tell you why it's a fair and honest answer.

Risk Reduction 

Let's take the emotion out of it. Let's not call it your
home; let's say it's a house. A building with a roof, a
structure, mechanical systems, and interior finishes. It
requires a substantial investment for you to purchase this
building. You are putting your money at risk. It makes
sense for you to learn about the qualities of this
investment before putting your money on the line.

"But what could be wrong? It's a new house?" Yes, the
risk of problems is probably lower than if you bought an
old building. It actually depends on the individual
properties one is comparing. It boils down to illuminating
the risk, rather than assuming there is none.

House vs. Home

But it is artificial
to take emotion
out of it, precisely
b e c a u s e  t h e
building will be
your home. So
y o u  h a v e  a
financial and an
e m o t i o n a l
investment. Why
is this important? Because even a small problem, like for
example a leak at the kitchen sink, will elicit in you an
emotional response. What happens when you notice the
leak? You get an adrenaline rush, you turn off the tap or
the dishwasher, you wipe up the water, you remove the
soaking box of dishwasher detergent, you wonder what
you should do next, you call someone you trust, you call
the builder or a plumber, you wait to make dinner until
the service-person arrives. 

A non-trivial emotional investment, for a minor
problem.
For some people, that minor incident will bring
on a not-so-minor bout of buyer's remorse,
wherein they wonder, "What else will go wrong?"
It is better for both you and your builder for the
inspector to find the leak so it can be fixed
immediately.

Helps the Builder

Your builder has worked hard to put your home
together. It takes a phenomenal amount of
coordination to turn an empty patch of ground
into a dream house. With so many steps and so
many hands, it is inevitable that some things will
get missed. Sometimes we find electrical outlets
that don't work. Sometimes we find un-insulated
attics. These were not done on purpose, they just
happen.
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“One Call Does It All”
We offer these
other inspection
services: 

Wood Destroying Insects, Radon, Septic, Well,
Mold and Commercial Buildings



Doors and Windows

The following tips will keep problems to a minimum and increase
the overall appearance and value of a home:

� Door hardware, lock sets, door closers, hinges, window
operators, and all other moving parts should operate smoothly
and properly.

� Glazed openings should be free of loose or missing putty and
damaged glass.

� Weather stripping around doors and windows should be free
of damage and fit tightly.

� Frames, openings, trim, and joints between dissimilar materials
(e.g., wood to masonry) should be checked for cracked or
loose caulking.

� Screens should be patched as necessary and cleaned before
installation in the Spring.

� Storm panels and storm windows should be inspected before
installation in the Fall.

� All windows and doors should operate properly and easily.

Helps the Builder Continued from page one ......

If you hire an inspector to find the things that need attention, you
can put the items on the PDI punch-list (the list of deficiencies
generated at the pre-delivery inspection that the builder is
contracted to fix), or you will have documentation of the issues
and can bring them up later. This helps both you and the builder
keep track of the final wrinkles to be ironed out. If there only a few
wrinkles, you will gain an appreciation of how well the house has
been built.

11-month Inspection

Many of our clients choose to hire us after they move in, but
before the standard one-year builder's warranty coverage expires.
This has proven to be a uniquely successful strategy. The waiting
period allows the newly built house to "settle-in", making a
performance-based inspection more valuable.

No matter how you look at it, getting a professional building
inspector to kick the bricks of your new home is a sound idea.

ASK THE
INSPECTOR

The home I'm buying is occupied
by the owners. With all of the
furnishings and personal effects
covering walls and floors and filling
the closets and garage, how can my
home inspector possibly do a
thorough job?

Erick’s Response:

Home inspections typically occur
while a home is occupied by owners or
renters. This is one of the obstacles
around which home inspectors must
work, and in some instances, property
defects definitely can escape discovery.
A hole in a wall may be concealed
behind a sofa, moisture damage might
be covered by storage in a garage,
someone's bootleg plumbing work
might be hidden behind a stack of
suitcases, or an ungrounded outlet
behind a piano might go untested. 

In the majority of cases, furnishings do
not prevent discovery of major
defects,  but exceptions are
unavoidable. This is why final walk-
through inspections are conducted by
buyers and agents just prior to
completing a sale, when personal
possessions have finally been removed
from the premises. It is also one of the
reasons why sellers are required to
disclose all known defects. Sellers are
often aware of conditions that might
not be apparent to the home inspector.
With all parties working together in
good faith - buyers, sellers, agents, and
inspectors - significant defects have a
good chance of being revealed. But no
one can guarantee perfection in these
processes.


